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Finding Love in Life and Life in Death

Markus Zusak’s novel The Book Thief, on the surface, seems to be an incredibly dark novel. Besides being set in one of history’s most disturbing time periods- the Holocaust- the novel also is narrated by none other than Death himself. However, once I began to read, I discovered that this novel was much more than stealing books; it’s a thought-provoking story about love and loss.
Today, the idea of Death as character probably conjures images of an eerie figure, cloaked in black, stealing away our loved ones. However, The Book Thief presents Death as a “not violent . . . not malicious” (6) narrator, simply a natural fact of life, with a dark sense of humor. As a reader, Death narrating was one my favorite parts. Death, surprisingly, seems to be one of the most human, caring characters in the novel. After Death “became interested” (7) in Liesel Meminger, he simply couldn’t let go of her, even returning to her brother’s burial, even though “I warned myself that I should keep a good distance form the burial” (23). However, Death can’t reach through to these people and fails to make human connections. Yes, someone must do Death’s morbid job, but it seems like there is a part of Death that yearns for companionship. For example, after everyone has left Werner’s funeral, Death attempts to make a connection with the humans left. As Death explains, “I remained a few moments longer. I waved. No one waved back” (24). This passage is one of the most depressing to me; it shows how lonely Death is and always will be. In one of the first chapters, Death tells us that he collects courageous human’s stories to retell, to remind himself that his life/job is worth it (14, 15). I can’t help but feel sympathy and compassion for Death. No matter how much he hopes and tries, he will always be stuck wandering alone, as the leap between life and death is just too great.
 There may be loneliness in the book, but there is also a recurring theme of love in The Book Thief. Despite the bleak times, there is love, family and companionship. For Liesel, she has had Hans, Rudy, Max, even Rosa. Overcoming difficulties in her earlier life, Liesel has triumphed as a brave, kind young girl, all with the help of her family and friends.  Liesel, especially, has had many love relationships. Rudy is always trying to convince Liesel to kiss him (53) and displays innocent, childlike love towards her.  Liesel has a parent-child love with Hans from the first moment she meets him. Even though Rosa has a funny way of showing it, she did love Liesel (35), something I’ve noticed more as the story progresses. After Max begins to live with her family, Liesel develops an uncertain, awkward friendship with him. However, they gradually become much closer, especially after Max wrote the book for Liesel. During the parts of the story about Max and Liesel, I wondered how Liesel really felt about Max. Did she have an unrealistic, but pure and sweet crush on him? Or did Max remind her own brother, using their friendship a way for her to grieve?
As the story progresses, I will definitely be paying attention to how Liesel’s relationships grow and change, particularly her relationship with Max.  I also will be watching to see if Death continues to attempt to make connections with the human world or if he reveals more about himself. I can’t wait to see how this story ends and how these characters find a place in their confusing world. 
